
Thursday, April 17, 2008
Rotunda of the Capitol

Springfield, Illinois

Program at Noon

Exhibit from 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

summer of hate:
T h e  1 9 0 8  S p r i n g f i e l d  R a c e  R i o t

Within hours of a reported rape on a 
white woman by a black man, hundreds 
took to the street in fierce mob action 
against Blacks in Springfield.  

Though the woman confessed to 
lying about the incident, the black 
caretaker was jailed and awaited trial 
by an all-white jury. 

The violence that held sway in the 
city for several days, resulted in the 
deaths of two black business men and 
four white men. Businesses owned 
by Blacks and Jews were destroyed, 
houses were burned and hundreds 
were injured before 4000 state 
militiamen intervened. 

This episode served as a rallying cause 
in founding the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP). However, issues 
of brutality and segregation such as 
lynching and sundown town policies 
continued for decades following the 
riots.

Today exhibits, such as Summer 
of Hate and James Loewen’s book 
Sundown Towns, are examples of the 
efforts that spur dialogue and the 
fight against prejudice, reminding us 
that we must not repeat the mistakes 
of almost a century ago.

p r e s e n t s

Exploring Springfield’s racism 
and political corruption that 
undermined law and order and 

set the stage for mob rule. 

The Abraham Lincoln Library

Summer of Hate

Join IDHR and James W. Loewen, author of 
Sundown Towns: a Hidden Dimension of 
American Racism, for a lecture on the untold 
history of the racial oppression and housing 
discrimination that drove hundreds of minority 
populations out of towns across the United States.

Rod R. Blagojevich, Governor

Rocco J. Claps, Director

SAVE THE DATE:  Friday, May 9, 2008
				    9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.       
                     	                       Michael Bilandic Building 	
			              Chicago, Illinois


